
Liverpool Central Library is one of the  
largest archive centres outside  
of London. It was re-opened to  
the public on 17th May 2013 after 
a three-year refurbishment project 
costing £50 million. 
The project was the largest standalone  
library development undertaken in the 
UK in 2012. Over 15,000 linear metres  
of shelving were installed to hold  
approximately 355,000 books, while 
a new repository was created to store 
the Library’s current collection of over 
3.2 million individual items as well as 
providing space for twenty year’s future 
growth. Rare treasures include the original 
1207 Charter signed by King John, which 
granted Liverpool its city status, and an 
extremely valuable copy of ‘The Birds of 
America’, by naturalist and painter John 
James Audubon, as well as paintings by 
the 19th Century artist Edward Lear.
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“Bruynzeel assessed our requirements very accurately and met the technical requirements of the build precisely.
 They did a very thorough job.”   
- David Stoker, interim service manager, Central Library and Archives at Liverpool City Council Central Library.

Liverpool City 
Central Library

Photograph courtesy of Mark McNulty, Liverpool City Council



Liverpool City 
Central Library

The new repository was built to the latest British Standards for Repository and Archive storage, PD 5454:2012.  
The painstaking task of returning rare books, extensive and fragile collections, DVDs, archives and records to their 
new home over a period of three months, marked the completion of the refurbishment project. Although building work  
began on the library in November 2010 and was completed in January 2013, consultants from Bruynzeel 
Storage Systems played a key role in the planning and specification of the repository alongside the project’s 
architects, as part of the PFI procurement process some two years earlier. 
David Stoker, interim service manager, Central Library and Archives at Liverpool City Council Central Library 
explained why choosing the right storage solutions provider was so important; “We needed a partner that 
understood all the different formats we had to accommodate, from film and printed materials to football 
trophies and shirts, allowing for both metric and imperial archive boxes. They also had to have the experience 
to be able to accurately measure and quantify not only our current but also our future needs. We were 
impressed not only at how Bruynzeel effectively assessed both linear and cubic capacity, but also how they 
specified the best way to store our archives, for both access and conservation.”
As a result of being able to quantify the Library’s requirements precisely and also integrate lighting within its storage 
systems, Bruynzeel was able to advise the architects on the optimum ceiling height for the repository building and 
therefore enable them to maximise the available space. PD5454:2012 specifies that mobile shelving should only 
be installed on level floors that are sufficiently supported and that the long term behaviour of the floor slab must be 
considered at the initial design stage. By working closely with the architects during the early stage of design and 
planning, Bruynzeel was able to integrate its solution with the building’s concrete super structure and lightweight 
insulated flooring. 
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Not only was Bruynzeel able to adhere to current British Standards, it was also able to meet the very specific 
demands of the PFI procurement process. “Once specified, the plans for the repository could not be changed and 
therefore Bruynzeel’s experience in developing and delivering archive solutions was invaluable,” explained Mr Stoker.
Given the diverse nature of the Library’s collections and the particular characteristics of its buildings, both old and 
new, the repository was purpose-built to extremely tight tolerances to control its climate, ventilation and humidity as 
well as accommodating fire protection, suppression and overall security. 
Bruynzeel’s Compactus® Dynamic Pro XTR mobile storage solution was selected as it not only provided the smallest 
possible footprint and therefore the most effective use of space, but its electronic controls and efficient design also 
enabled stringent health and safety, energy-saving and security standards to be met. 
The Compactus’® ‘touch sensitive’ operating panel ensures effortless operation so that with only one touch multiple 
shelving racks can be moved, even if the user has their hands full or has special operational needs. The built-in Motor 
Current Monitoring System (MCMS) also ensures the safety of users with photocells and passive aisle locks built in 
to prevent accidental closure of the bays when being accessed.
Its ‘night mode’ automatically adjusts the mobile aisles so they are left slightly open during “out of hours” to allow for 
air circulation, while its lighting system only illuminates those racks being accessed as well as timing out once the 
aisle is closed. As a result of meeting these standards, the archive storage system contributed to the overall building 
project being awarded a ‘very good’ BRE Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) rating for green buildings. 
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By incorporating pin codes into the intelligent 3.5” LED control panels, additional levels of security could also be put in 
place in the repository, restricting access to certain items to authorised personnel only. The control panels also allow 
the entire system to be locked while still allowing for ventilation.
Finally Bruynzeel was able to advise on the latest standards for archive labeling and provide a choice of colours and 
coding on different floors to make identification quick and easy.
David Stoker emphasised the importance of establishing a good working relationship with reliable  
storage experts; “The nature of the PFI scheme allows for virtually no margin for error or change to the specification. 
Bruynzeel assessed our requirements very accurately and met the technical requirements of the build precisely.  
They did a very thorough job.”  
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